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is now another vice-president, and George F. Addes, who has been secretary-treasurer and the second-ranking officer almost from the beginning. Addes is supposed to be the most leftist of all, and usually he is "backed by the Communists. It is an interesting point that he should also "be an ardent Catholic.
In 1946, Reuther won the UAW presidency by 124.4 out of 8,765.2 votes. The voting was hairline close right down the line. Leonard, a Thomas supporter, squeezed in by fewer than fifty votes. So today UAW is run by Reuther and an anti-Reuther cabinet. The supreme ruling body is a board of twenty-two men, elected on the basis of the per capita contribution of every affiliated local union. Of the present twenty-two, Reuther's men are a small minority. This does not mean, however, that he does not have great power.
A further word on Thomas. When I saw him he said that factionalism was less acute than at any time in the history of the union. I do not know if he would say the same thing today. Early in 1947, amid hurly-burly over the Allis-Chalmers strike, Reuther called him "false, malicious, and irresponsible/' and Thomas replied in kind.11 Originally Thomas was a Murray-Hillman man. He was a worker for years in a Chrysler body plant. He would rather be president of the CIO some day than of the Ford Motor Company, or, doubtless, the United States. Some people think that, like labor leaders in England, his duties and responsibilities have made him too standpat and stodgy.
A further word, too, on Frankensteen, another UAW vice president until recently. The name is pronounced to rhyme with "bean," incidentally. A point somewhat extraordinary, considering the name, is that his assistant when he was a big union figure was named Dragon. During the 1945 mayoralty campaign, his enemies called him a Jew in the German districts of Detroit, and a German in the Jewish districts. Actually Richard Truman Frankensteen is an Episcopalian, though most of his family is Catholic; his mother is of Irish stock. Frankensteen is one of the most extroverted men in the American labor movement. He is a very large, handsome youngster, bursting with cheerfulness and vitality; he was a football star at both the University of Detroit and the University of Dayton; he likes night clubs and conviviality in moderation and has written several plays, including a musical comedy called Gypsy Moon.
Frankensteen, along with Reuther, was beaten up in a famous fracas by company police, ^t the "Battle of the Overpass," sometimes called the "Battle of Bull's Run," outside Gate No. 4 at River Rouge in 1937. What happened is all a matter of public, though confused, record. Frankensteen, Reuther, and their comrades were passing out circulars and handbills as part of an organizing drive. This procedure was against
11 New York Times, February 17, 1947.